THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE SUPREME COURT

IN THE ORIGINAL JURISDICTION OF THE SUPREME COURT

South Carolina Republican Party, .............ccooevviivieieie e e e ..o PetitioNer,

V.

South Carolina Election Commission; The Honorable Jeanette W. McBride, in her official
capacity as Richland County Clerk of Court; South Carolina Democratic Party; Richland County

Election COmMmISSION, .......c.vveiiiiie i i vie i e e e ee e eee e -2 RESPONdENTS.,

Appellate Case No. 2012-213345

RETURN OF SOUTH CAROLINA STATE ELECTION COMMISSION TO
EMERGENCY PETITION FILED BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA REPUBLICAN
PARTY

Respondent South Carolina State Election Commission is simply a stakeholder in this
litigation and does not take a position on the merits of the Petition filed by the South Carolina
Republican Party. The Election Commission undertook activities with regard to the voting
materials in Richland County at the direction of a Court Order. The Election Commission only
requests this Court direct new election certification deadlines for Richland County and for the
State Election Commission due to the impossibility of meeting previous certification deadlines

due to the occurrences in this case.

Respectfully submitted,

ALAN WILSON
Attorney General

ROBERT D. COOK
Deputy Attorney General



November 13, 2012.

J. C. NICHOLSON, III
Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
P.O. Box 11549

Columbia, SC 29211

(803) 734-3970

By:

ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT SOUTH
CAROLINA STATE ELECTION COMMISSION



PROOF OF SERVICE

| do hereby certify that | have served the below parties in this action with a copy of the

pleading herein below specified by mailing and/or hand-delivering a copy of the same to the

following addresses:

PLEADING:

PARTIES SERVED:

Columbia, South Carolina
November 13, 2012

Return to Emergency Petition for Writs of Prohibition and
Injunction filed by the South Carolina Republican Party

Robert Bolchoz, Esq.
Robert Bolchoz, LLC
Post Office Box 6989
Columbia, SC 29260

Richard A. Harpootlian, Esq.
Richard A. Harpootlian, P.A.
1410 Laurel Street
Columbia, SC 29202

The Honorable Jeanette McBride

Clerk of the Richland County Court of Common Pleas
1701 Main Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Lillian McBride

Executive Director of the Richland County Election Commission
2020 Hampton Street

Columbia, SC 29204

By:




